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Health  Department, 


Borough  Buildings, 

Hartlepool. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  consideration  the  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  of  the  Borough  of  Hartlepool  for  the  year 
l93S- 

The  statistics  for  the  year  show  that  there  has  been  an  increase 
in  the  Death  Rate,  a slight  decrease  in  the  Birth  Rate,  which  is  4. 1 
per  1000  above  that  for  England  and  Wales,  and  an  increase  in  the 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  as  compared  with  1934  when  the  respective 
rates  were  14.95,  t8-9  an<^  57- 2-  Infectious  diseases,  as  represented 
by  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  were  prevalent  during  the  year, 
there  being  an  especially  large  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
diphtheria  during  the  year.  New  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified 
during  1935  show  a decrease  and  there  was  a decrease,  also,  in  the 
death  rate  from  this  disease. 

The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Town  have  been  well  maintained 
during  the  year. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


G.  B.  MURRAY. 


4 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  School  Medical  Officer,  and 
Medical  Officer  Infant  Welfare  Centre  : 

George  B.  Murray,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
(appointed  17th  February,  1936) 

Charles  A.  Harvey,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
(Resigned  31st  December,  1935) 


Sanitary  Inspector,  Meat  Inspector  and  Inspector  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  : 

Geo.  W.  Tate,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  M.S.I  A. 


Veterinary  Surgeon  to  the  Corporation  (part  time)  : 
H.  Hicks,  M.R.C.V  S. 


Public  Analyst  (part  time)  : 
Cyril  J.  H.  Stock,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C. 


Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  : 

Miss  K.  M.  Brennan 
Miss  F.  Mitchell 
Miss  M.  A.  Fields 


Clerk  : Miss  D.  Harbron 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION. 


Area  (Acres) 

Population  (Census  1931) 

,,  (estimated  mid-year  1935) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  193  ) 
Rateable  Value  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a id.  rate 


924 

2°>545 

18,930 

4,644 

^65,883 

£244 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year. 

Males  Females  Total 

1 Live  Births — Legitimate  4.  190  164  354 

Illegitimate  ...  3 0 3 

Birth  Rate — 18.8 

1 1 BH  ,f  " ’ ’ i ' 

2 Still  Births  ...  ...  6 3 9 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births — 24.5 


Deaths 

Crude  Death  Rate— 14.2 
Adjusted  ,,  16.3 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in 
consequence  of  childbirth  : 
from  Sepsis 

,,  other  causes  ... 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births — 8.4 


:46 


123 


Death  rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 
per  1,000  live  births — 86.8 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

,,  ,,  Influenza 

,,  ,,  Diphtheria 
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BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES  and  ANALYSIS  of  MORTALITY  in  the  Year  1935. 

England  and  Wales,  121  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns,  and  140  Smaller  Towns. 
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The  maternal  mortality  rates  for  England  and  Wales  are  as  follows : 
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POPULATION. 


The  population,  as 

estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  at  mid- 

year  1935,  is  given  as 

18,930  which  is 

480  less  than  the  estimated 

population  for  1934,  and  1,615  less  than  the  census  population  of 

1931.  The  following 

table  shews  the 

population  of  the  Borough 

since  1921  : — 

Census 

Registrar  General’s 

1921 

20,997 

Estimate 

1922 

— 

21,470 

1923 

— 

21,570 

1924 

— 

21,810 

1925 

— 

21,940 

1926 

— 

21,640 

1927 

— 

21,520 

1928 

— 

20,920 

1929 

— 

...  20,690 

1930 

— 

...  20,690 

1931 

20,545 

20,350 

1932 

— 

20,150 

1933 

— 

19,790 

1934 

— 

19,410 

x935 

— 

18,930 

COMPARATIVE  TABLE  of  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1924-1935. 


Estimated 

Birth 

Death 

Infantile 

Population 

Rate 

Rate 

Mortality 

1924 

21,810 

28.4 

16.6 

132.4 

1925 

21,940 

25-9 

15.0 

116.7 

1926 

21,640 

24.6 

i3*6 

104.8 

1927 

21,520 

22.6 

J5-9 

121.7 

1928 

20,920 

24.9 

13-5 

90.2 

1929 

20,690 

23.6 

•5-8 

128.5 

1930 

20,690 

26. 1 

!3-3 

87.0 

*93 1 

20,380 

22.2 

I6.4 

1 10. 1 

1932 

20, 150 

22.8 

13.0 

1 13*6 

l933 

19,790 

20.8 

15.0 

93 6 

J934 

19,410 

18.9 

14-9 

57-2 

!935 

18,930 

18.8 

16.3 

86.8 

BIRTHS. 

During-  the  year  the  number  of  live  births  registered  was  357, 
comprising  193  males  and  164  females,  and  of  this  number  3 males 
and  no  females  were  illegitimate.  The  Birth  Rate  shows  a slight 
decline,  the  figure  being  18.8  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  as  compared  with  a rate  of  18.9  in  1934.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  in  1935  was  14.7,  so  that  in  spite  of  the 
decrease  the  figure  for  Hartlepool  is  still  considerably  higher  than 
that  for  the  country  as  a whole. 


# 
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DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  residents  belonging-  to  the  Borough, 
after  making  allowance  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  was  269, 
comprising  146  males  and  123  females  which  gives  a crude  death 
rate  of  14.2  and  an  adjusted  death  rate  of  16.33. 

The  Registrar  General  has  supplied  to  each  district  an 
adjusting  factor  based  on  the  1931  census  returns  and  for  Hartlepool 
the  factor  is  K15  which  increases  the  crude  death  rate  from  14*2  to 
16-33. 

The  actual  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  1935  was  14  more 
than  in  1934  and  the  crude  death  rate  was  1.0  per  thousand 
population  more  than  in  1934. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year  were  Diseases  of 
Heart  and  Blood  Vessels,  69  ; Cancer,  42  ; Tuberculosis,  all  forms, 
20  ; Pneumonia,  18  ; Congenital  Causes,  etc.,  15. 

The  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  children  under  1 year  of 
age  was  31,  as  compared  with  21  in  1934.  This  is  thus  an  increase 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 


# 
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Causes  of  Death  during  the  year  1935. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes  ... 

146 

123 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

_ 

Measles 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

Diphtheria  ... 

1 

7 

Influenza 

5 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

10 

9 

Other  Tuberculous  Disease 

1 

— 

Syphilis 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane, 

— 

— 

Tabes  Dorsalis  ... 

— 

— 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

17 

25 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c. 

8 

6 

Heart  Disease 

37 

26 

Aneurysm  ... 

— 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

S 

3 

Bronchitis 

4 

5 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

13 

5 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

2 

Peptic  Ulcer 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

4 

— 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  &c.  ... 

— 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

6 

3 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ... 

— 

2 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

— 

3 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth, 

Malformations,  &c. 

9 

6 

Senility 

6 

4 

Suicide 

1 

— 

Other  Violence 

8 

4 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

7 

1 1 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown... 

1 

— 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  BOROUGH. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL 
AUTHORITY. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  Report  a list  is  given  showing  all  the 
officers  connected  with  the  Health  Services  in  the  Borough. 


SERVICES  PROVIDED  IN  THE  AREA. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities.  Bacteriological  examinations 
in  connection  with  infectious  disease  are  carried  out  at  the 
College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  by  arrangement  with 
the  Durham  County  Council. 

Water,  milk,  and  other  food  stuffs  are  sent  to  the  County 
Analyst,  Darlington,  for  analysis. 


(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

For  Infectious  Cases. — Infectious  Cases  are  removed  to  hospital 
by  the  motor  ambulance  belonging  to  the  Sedgefield  Rural 
District  Council,  to  whose  hospital  such  cases  from  the 
Borough  are  admitted. 


(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

i.  General — This  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  District 
Nursing  Association  for  the  Borough. 

ii.  Infectious  Diseases — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  remain- 
ing at  home  are  visited  to  see  whether  proper  treatment  and 
isolation  is  being  carried  out.  Cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum 
are  similarly  visited. 

iii.  Tuberculosis — The  Health  Visitors  visit  all  cases  of 
tuberculosis  in  the  Borough  under  the  County  Council  Scheme 
and,  as  the  Medical  Officer  is  also  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer 
tor  the  district,  the  closest  co-operation  exists. 


(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 


Situation 

Nature  of 
Accom- 
modation 

whom 

provided 

Remarks 

Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centre, 
Frederic  St.  Clinic 

3 rooms 

Local 

Authority 

1 session  weekly 

Frederic  St.  School 
Clinic 

3 >> 

» » 

5 minor  ailment 

Clinics  weekly 

Old  Clinic,  Baltic  St. 
School 

2 „ 

>> 

1 Ophthalmic  Clinic 

weekly 

4 Dental  Clinics  weekly 

Tuberculosis  Dispen- 
sary, Mill  House, 
West  Hartlepool 

3 »» 

Durham 

County 

Council 

1 Session  weekly 
(Tuesdays,  9-30 

to  1 p.m. ) 

Venereal  Diseases 
Clinic,  Mill  House, 
West  Hartlepool 

3 » 

> f 

3 Sessions  weekly 

(e)  Hospitals. 

(i)  General.  The  Hartlepools  Hospital,  a voluntary  general 
hospital,  is  situated  in  the  Borough  and  admits  cases  from 
Hartlepool,  West  Hartlepool  and  the  surrounding  County  area. 
This  hospital  contains  96  beds  and  has  surgical  wards,  a children’s 
ward  and  private  wards.  There  is  an  electrical  department  equipped 
with  X-ray  apparatus,  ultra-violet  lamp  and  equipment  for  electrical 
treatment.  Under  an  agreement  between  the  Hospital  and  the 
Education  Authority,  children  requiring  operative  treatment  for 
tonsils  and  adenoids  are  admitted  to  the  Hospital.  Children  requir- 
ing Orthopaedic  and  Ultra-violet  Light  treatment  are  also  provided 
for  under  the  scheme. 

(ii)  Fever.  There  is  now  no  infectious  diseases  hospital  in 
the  area.  Cases  are  admitted  to  Sedgefield  Isolation  Hospital 
under  agreement  with  the  Sedgefield  Rural  District  Council. 

3.  MIDWIFERY  AND  MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

Maternity  cases  are  admitted  to  Grantully  Maternity  Home 
which  is  under  the  control  of  the  County  Borough  of  West 
Hartlepool.  Assistance  is  given  towards  the  maintenance  of  cases 
by  the  Local  Authority. 
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Cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  also  admitted  through 
the  Public  Assistance  Committee  to  Howbeck  Hospital  which  is 
controlled  by  the  West  Hartlepool  Council. 

Arrangements  exist  with  the  Local  Nursing  Association  for 
the  nursing  of  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  All 
maternal  deaths  are  investigated  by  your  Medical  Officer. 

Two  Midwives,  both  holding  the  Certificate  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board,  practise  midwifery  in  the  Borough  and  both  are 
subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Three  Health  Visitors  are  employed  by  the  Council  and 
divide  their  time  between  the  Child  Welfare,  School  Medical  and 
Tuberculosis  Work-  As  the  Local  Authority  discharges  the 
functions  under  Part  I of  the  Children  Act,  1908,  as  amended  by 
the  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1932,  the  Health  Visitors  act 
as  Infant  Protection  Visitors  Figures  with  regard  to  the  work  of 
Health  Visiting  will  be  found  under  the  section  dealing  with 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Orthopoedic  Treatment. — All  orthopoedic  cases  are  referred 
by  arrangement  to  the  Hartlepools  Hospital. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. — The  Borough  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Hart- 
lepool Gas  and  Water  Company,  and  the  supply,  although  hard, 
is  abundant  and  of  good  quality. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Public  Analyst  on  a 
sample  of  the  water  sent  for  analysis  : — 

County  Analyst’s  Office, 
Darlington, 

16th  December,  1935. 

I hereby  certify  that  I have  analysed  the  undermentioned 
sample  of  Water  marked  : — 

“Town  Supply,  No.  1.” 

which  I received  from  Mr.  G.  W.  Tate,  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Hartlepool,  on  the  29th  day  of  November,  1935,  and  that  I find  as 
follows  : — 

Parts  per  100,000 


Chlorine  as  Chlorides  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.3800 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ...  ...  ...  ...  .i960 

Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  .0018 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  .0031 

Oxygen  Absorption  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Injurious  Metals  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  @ ioo°  C ...  ...  82.000 
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Temporary  Hardness — 24  40  degrees 
Permanent  Hardness — 20.20  degrees 

Colour  of  sample  on  Hazen  Scale 
Appearance  of  sample  in  2-foot  tube 
Odour  when  heated  to  50°  C 

Microscopical  Examination. 

Satisfactory. 

Observations 

The  sample  affords  no  evidence  of  pollution  by  sewage  or 
other  foul  drainage,  and  is  of  good  and  wholesome  quality  for 
human  consumption. 

(Signed)  C.  J.  H.  STOCK, 

Borough  Analyst. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  There  have  been  no  extensions 
to  the  sewers  in  the  Borough  during  the  year.  The  sewage  at 
present  is  discharged  into  the  sea  through  outfall  sewers  extending 
to  low  water  mark.  It  is  necessary  to  flush  periodically  the  sewers 
in  the  lower  lying  parts  of  the  Borough  since  these  have  not 
sufficient  face  to  be  self-cleansing,  and  consequently,  at  certain 
points,  considerable  accumulation  of  sewage  occurs  which  renders 
flushing  of  the  sewer  necessary. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  There  is  no  contamination  of  water 
courses  in  the  Borough. 

Closet  Accommodation.  With  the  exception  of  four  out- 
lying houses,  the  whole  of  the  Borough  has  a water  carriage  system. 

Public  Cleansing.  The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  is 
under  the  control  of  the  Borough  Surveyor.  All  the  houses  have 
covered  bins  and  there  has  been  an  addition  to  the  number  of 
covered  vehicles  for  collecting  refuse.  The  ultimate  disposal  of  the 
refuse  is  by  tipping. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  Area.  See  under  Sanitary  Inspectors 

Report. 

Shops.  No  special  action  was  taken  under  the  Shops’  Act, 
I934>  during  1935. 

Schools.  The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  the 
Schools  is  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  Special  attention  was  given 
to  one  school  in  which  several  cases  of  Diphtheria  arose,  but  it  was 
not  found  necessary  to  close  any  of  the  schools  in  the  Borough  on 
account  of  infectious  disease. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.  One  public  open-air  sea  water 
swimming  pool.  Satisfactory  condition  of  the  water. 


...  4 

not  quite  bright 
none 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


i.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous- 
ing Acts)  793 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  1331 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  (above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolitation 
Regulations,  1925)  ...  ...  ...  ...  148 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  256 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  *148 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  482 

* Scheduled  under  the  Housing  Act,  19S0. 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  formal  Notice  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  429 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

A — Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  o 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  o 

B.  — Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ..  ...  3 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  o 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  19  and  2 1 of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  o 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 

suonce  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  o 
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D. — Proceeding's  under  section  20  of  the  Housing-  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  o 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

There  is  only  one  farm  in  the  area  and  this  was  visited 
regularly,  and  inspections  of  the  dairy  cattle  were  made  by  the 
Council’s  Veterinary  Inspector  and  by  the  County  Veterinary 
Officer.  Most  of  the  milk  consumed  in  the  Borough  comes  from 
outside,  particularly  from  the  surrounding  county  area.  The 
regular  submission  of  samples  of  milk  for  quality  has  been  under- 
taken and  the  results  are  set  out  below  and  also  the  result  of  any 
action  taken.  Samples  of  milk  were  also  sent  for  examination  for 
the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli.  11  such  samples  submitted  were 
returned  as  negative.  Special  attention  was  also  paid  to  the  milk 
supplied  to  schools  and  the  milk  was  considered  as  satisfactory  and 
safe. 


(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Regular  inspection  of  the  1 1 slaughterhouses  wTas  made,  and 
there  was  also  inspection  of  all  the  animals  slaughtered.  The 
number  of  carcases  examined  and  the  amount  of  meat  condemned 
and  destroyed  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action,  as  all  the  meat  con- 
demned was  surrendered  voluntarily. 

Below  will  be  found  a list  of  the  other  foodstuffs  which  were 
examined  during  the  year  and  in  no  case  was  any  adulteration 
found. 


(c)  Adulteration. 

The  summary  of  examination  of  foodstuffs,  including  milk, 
made  during  the  year,  will  be  found  in  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  following-  table  gives  the  number  of  notifications  and 
removals  to  Hospital  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  and  also  the 
number  of  deaths. 


DISEASE 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 
admitted 
to  Hospital 

No. 

of 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

Diphtheria 

107 

103 

8 

Scarlet  Fever 

IOO 

74 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Para-typhoid) 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  (Primary  and  Influenzal)  ... 

3 

— 

18* 

Erysipelas 

10 

2 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

*A11  forms. 


During  the  year  there  was  a large  increase  in  the  number 
of  notifications  of  Diphtheria.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  close 
any  of  the  Schools  on  account  of  infectious  disease.  No  Schick  or 
Dick  testing  was  undertaken,  nor  was  any  immunisation  com- 
menced during  the  year.  Owing  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  infectious  disease  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  it  was 
found  that  Sedgefield  Isolation  Hospital  was  unable  to  accom- 
modate all  the  cases  from  the  Borough.  It  was  therefore  necessary 
to  arrange  with  West  Hartlepool  Council  to  accommodate  the 
surplus  cases  in  their  Isolation  Hospital.  This  worked  very 
satisfactorily. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  were  ioo  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  during  the 
year  and  74  of  these  were  admitted  to  Hospital,  only  those  cases, 
where  satisfactory  isolation  could  be  maintained,  remaining  at 
home.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  the  disease  was  fairly  mild,  but  in 
some  of  the  older  children  and  in  young  adults  the  type  was  inclined 
to  be  more  severe.  There  were  no  deaths. 


DIPHTHERIA. 


Although  there  were  only  iio  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified 
during  the  year,  8 of  these  proved  fatal.  In  previous  reports,  the 
importance  of  early  administration  of  antitoxin  in  the  treatment 
of  Diphtheria  has  been  stressed,  and  it  must  again  be  emphasised 
that  there  is  no  necessity  to  wait  for  the  result  of  a swab  before 
giving  antitoxin.  The  earlier  in  the  disease  the  patient  receives 
antitoxin,  the  greater  the  chance  of  recovery.  Diphtheria  antitoxin 
is  provided  free  of  charge  by  the  Authority  and  is  always  available. 
103  cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital. 

MEASLES. 

No  deaths  occurred  from  Measles  as  compared  with  1 last  year. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

There  was  1 death  from  this  disease. 

CANCER. 

42  deaths  occurred  from  Cancer,  the  disease  being  most 
prevalent  in  the  Cervix,  Bowel  and  Stomach,  as  shown  in  table. 


Age  Periods. 


25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65  & up- 
wards 

Total 

Cancer  of  Cervix 

— 

2 

4 

— 

1 

7 

Cancer  of  Bowel, 

including  Rectum 

— 

— 

2 

4 

5 

1 1 

Cancer  of  Stomach 

1 

— 

2 

1 

5 

9 

There  were  15  deaths  from  Cancer  of  other  organs. 


PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

No  action  taken  under  Section  66  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1 935  for  prevention  of  blindness. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 

Regulations,  1925. 

By  these  Regulations  the  Local  Authority  can,  on  the  report 
in  writing  of  their  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  by  notice  in  writing, 


require  any  person  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory 
tract,  and  in  an  infectious  state,  who  is  employed  in  connection 
with  a dairy  or  the  handling  of  milk  cr  vessels  for  containing  milk, 
to  discontinue  his  employment.  The  regulations  also  forbid  any 
person  knowing  he  is  suffering  from  tuberculosis  to  undertake  such 
employment. 

No  action  was  required  to  be  taken  under  these  Regulations 
during  the  year. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925.  Section  62. 

Section  62  of  the  above  Act  deals  with  the  power  of  a Court 
of  Summary  Jurisdiction  to  make  an  order,  on  the  application  of 
the  Local  Authority,  for  the  removal  to  and  detention  in  a hospital 
of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  these  regulations. 

The  following  table  shows  the  new  cases  and  deaths  for  the 
Borough  of  Hartlepool  during  1935. 


1 

AGE  PERIODS 

NEW 

Pulmonary 

CASES 

Non-Pulmonary 

TOTAL  ] 

Pulmonary 

DEATHS 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  j 

[ year... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i—5 

years... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

I 

— 

5— J5 

> , 

I 

1 

I 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

i5—25 

,, 

4 

3 

I 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

25—35 

, , 

2 

2 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

35—45 

,, 

3 

i 

— 

— 

2 

4 

— 

— 

45 — 55 

, , . . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

55— 65 

, , 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  & upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

12 

7 

2 

5 

1 

10 

9 

I 

— 

*9  35 

!934 

*933 

l932 

l93r 

J93° 

*929 

Total  new  cases 

26 

33 

36 

36 

30 

35 

43 

Total  deaths 

20 

36 

30 

33 

24 

20 

33 

Twenty-six  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
the  year,  which  is  a decrease  of  seven  as  compared  with  1934.  The 
total  deaths  were  20  which  is  a decrease  of  sixteen  over  the  number 
for  1934,  there  being  an  decrease  of  9 in  the  pulmonary  deaths 
and  a decrease  of  7 in  the  non-pulmonary  deaths. 
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Provision  for  the  treatment  of  cases  is  made  by  the  Durham 
County  Council  and  20  cases  received  institutional  treatment.  As 
in  past  years,  necessitous  cases  received  help  in  the  provision  of 
clothing  and  extra  nourishment  through  the  Tuberculosis  Care 
Committee.  Eighteen  persons  received  assistance  in  this  way 
during  the  year. 


Maternal  Mortality. 

In  past  years,  the  Borough  has  been  fortunate  in  that  the 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate  has  been  consistently  low.  The  following 
is  the  rate  calculated  per  thousand  births  since  1930  : — 


1930 

4-8 

I931 

4'i 

1932 

0*0 

1933 

2*3 

1934 

— 

In  1935  there  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  sepsis  and  three 
deaths  from  other  puerperal  causes.  It  is  confidently  anticipated 
that  a complete  scheme  will  be  available  in  1936,  whereby  each 
pregnant  mother  will  receive  the  necessary  routine  examinations 
before  confinement,  and  will  have  treatment  in  the  event  of  any 
abnormality  being  found. 

Statistical  Returns. 


Number  of  Legitimate  Births  ...  ...  ...  334 

„ „ Illegitimate  „ ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  ,,  Still  ,,  ...  ...  ...  9 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ..  18.8 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  : — 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  29 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  ...  31 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  : — 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ..  81.9 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  5.6 


Maternal  Mortality  : — 

(a)  From  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  From  other  causes  ...  ...  3 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  ...  ...  8.4 


The  following  table  gives  the  infantile  mortality  rate  for 
Hartlepool  and  England  and  Wales  respectively  since  1924. 


Infantile  Mortality  Rates. 


Years 

Hartlepool 

England  and 
Wales 

1924 

132.4 

75 

*925 

1 16.7 

75 

1926 

104.8 

70 

1927 

121.7 

69 

1928 

90.2 

65 

1929 

128.5 

74 

1930 

87.0 

60 

1 93 1 

1 10. 1 

66 

*93  2 

113.6 

65 

I933 

93.6 

64 

x934 

57-2 

59 

1935 

86.8 

57 

Child  Welfare  Centre. 

The  work  of  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  has  progressed  most 
satisfactorily  during  the'year,  the  total  number  of  attendances  being 
4557.  This  figure  is  slightly  less  than  last  year,  but  the  average 
number  of  children  attending  per  session  was  95,  which  is  still  too 
high  if  full  benefit  is  to  be  derived  from  attendance  at  the  Clinic. 
This  matter  was  discussed  fully  in  a previous  report,  and  although 
the  average  attendance  shows  some  decrease,  it  still  must  be 
considered  too  large  for  one  session.  In  addition,  it  has  been  found 
that  the  present  accommodation  is  somewhat  restricted,  especially 
in  view  of  the  increased  activities  of  the  Ladies’  Care  Committee. 

Distribution  of  Food.  No  alteration  in  the  method  of 
distribution  of  dried  milk  has  been  made  during  the  year. 

The  work  of  the  Ladies’  Care  Committee  in  the  provision  ot 
milk  and  eggs  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  has  again  been 
most  appreciated,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  extension  of  their 
activities  towards  assisting,  in  any  way,  the  mothers  in  the  care 
of  their  children,  will  have  a full  measure  of  support. 

The  following  tables  shew  the  amount  of  work  done  in 
connection  with  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Work  during  the  year. 

Total  Attendances  made  during  the  year  4557 

1.  By  children  under  1 year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  2499 

2.  By  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  ...  2058 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Violent  Deaths 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  IN  THE  WARDS. 
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DISEASE 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Diphtheria 

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

Congenital  Malformation  and 
Premature  Birth 

Syphilis  

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

Other  Violent  Deaths  

All  Other  Causes  

Totals  ... 

Average  number  of  children  attending  per  session  ...  95 

Total  number  of  children  who  made  first  attendances  ...  204 

1.  Children  under  1 year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  182 

2.  Children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  ...  20 

Defects  Found  in  Infants  Attending  Clinic. 


Defects  Found  in  Infants  Attending  Clinic. 


Diseases 

Number  under 

1 year 

Number  over 

1 year 

Conjunctivitis 

I 

2 

Malnutrition 

1 1 

37 

Adenoids  and  Tonsils 

I 

6 

Otorrhcea 

4 

8 

Rickets 

3 

8 

Hernia 

31 

— 

Diarrhoea 

21 

15 

Impetigo 

1 

5 

Eczema 

3 

2 

Phimosis 

32 

1 

Scabies 

1 

— 

Constipation 

34 

4 

Bronchitis 

12 

3 

Ringworm 

2 

Errors  of  Feeding,  &c. 

1 16 

16 

Other  Defects 

52 

5i 

Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by  all  Health  Visitors  : — 


00 

To  expectant  mothers 

First  Visits 
Total  Visits 

90 

104 

(b) 

To  children  under  1 year 

First  Visits 
Total  Visits 

348 

1505 

(c) 

To  children  between  1 and  5 years 

Total  Visits 

2649 

Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office, 

Borough  Buildings, 

Hartlepool. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year.  There  has  been  a greater 
increase  in  the  wo:k  during  the  year  under  review  than  in  any 
previous  year,  and  close  and  constant  supervision  has  been  required. 

As  in  previous  years,  endeavour  is  constantly  being  made  to 
secure  the  abatement  of  Nuisances  without  having  recourse  to  the 
service  of  Notices.  This  prevents  in  the  great  majority  of  cases, 
unnecessary  delay  in  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance,  in  some  cases 
saves  expense  and  generally  is  productive  of  much  good.  259 
Nuisances  were  dealt  with  in  this  way  during  1935.  Mention  might 
also  be  made  that  of  the  Notices  to  abate  Nuisances  issued  under 


the  Public  Health  Acts,  Statutory  Notices 
cases  to  secure  compliance. 

were  required  in 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Total  number  of  Inspections  made 

...  4890 

Informal  notices  served  ... 

202 

Statutory  Notices  served 

8 

Nuisances  abated  without  Notice 

259 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

A number  of  inspections  were  made  of  Factories  and  Work- 
shops, and  where  necessary,  informal  action  only  was  required  to 
remedy  the  defects  found.  The  following  tables  summarize  the  work. 


Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


PREMISES 

Number  of 

(1) 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Prosecutions 

(4) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

269 

Workshops  ... 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

.118 

— 

— 

Workplaces  ... 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  Premises) 

12 

— 

— 

Total 

399 

— 

— 

Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number 

PARTICULARS 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3l 

Referred 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

of 

Prosecutions 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ■ 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

12 

12 

Want  of  Ventilation 

2 

2 

Overcrowding 

• 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

3 

3 

Other  Nuisances 

8 

8 

•• 

Insufficient  . . 

4 . 

Accommodation  j Unsuitable  or  defective . . 

2 

2 

^ Not  separate  for  sexes  .. 

•• 

•• 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts: 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouse  (s.  101) 

Other  Offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  and 
offences  under  the  Sections  mentioned  in  the 
Schedules  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories 
and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Power)  Order, 
1921). 

Total 

27 

27 

•• 

24 


NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  nature  and  number  of  nuisances 
and  defects  dealt  with  : — 


No.  of 
Inspect- 
ions 
made 

Notices  Served 

Nuisances 
Abated  After 
Notice  By 

1 

Nuisances  abated 

without  service  of  | 

Notice 

1 Informal  by 

I Sanitary 

Inspector 

i 

Statutory 

by  Local 

Authority 

Sanitary 

Inspector 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling  houses  & Schools 

Foul  Conditions 

45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

X5 

Structural  Defects  ... 

2871 

Il8 

2 

123 

2 

97 

Overcrowding 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

46 

2 

— 

2 

— 

5 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

72 

— 

— 

~ 

— 

— 

Cowsheds 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

27 

I 

- 

I 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses  ... 

894 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 1 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and 

52 

2 



2 

— 

27 

Manure 

Waterclosets 

131 

34 

I 

34 

I 

3i 

Defective  Yard  Paving  ... 

32 

5 

— 

5 

— 

2 

House  Drainage  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  Traps  ... 

1 

2 

— 

2 

— 

5 

No  disconnection  ... 

| 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Other  faults 

J 

10 

5 

10 

5 

42 

Water  Supply  and  Fittings 

20 

l3 

— 

X3 

— 

9 

Pigsties 

H 

2 

— 

1 

2 

— 

Animals  improperly  kept... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

l 

1 

— 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

4*3 

6 

— 

6 

— 

10 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

76 

6 

— 

6 

— 

4 

Totals  ... 

4890 

202 

8 

207 

8 

259 

25 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Meatc 


The  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered  for  food  in  the 
various  slaughterhouses  was  carried  out,  though  at  times  under 
difficulty.  From  the  middle  of  December  to  the  end  of  the  year 
there  is  usually  great  activity,  and  when  it  is  noted  that  in  that 
month  287  pigs  were  killed,  it  can  be  appreciated  the  amount  of 
time  spent  in  inspection  is  considerable.  The  amount  of  Meat 
found  to  be  unfit  was  not  large,  having  regard  to  the  amount  dealt 
with. 


A total  of  1107  carcases  were  examined.  Tabulated  they 
are  as  follows  : 

Bovines  364  Calves  31  Pigs  712 

The  number  of  Sheep  examined  was  not  kept,  as  notification 
of  slaughter  is  not  compulsory  under  the  Meat  Regulations. 

One  prosecution  under  the  Meat  Regulations  for  non- 
notification of  intention  to  slaughter  was  taken  during  the  year. 
Action  was  taken  under  Articles  8 and  10,  and  the  Bench  imposed 
a penalty  of  ^"5  in  each  case. 


Fish. 

Regular  visits  are  paid  to  the  Fish  Quay  where  Fresh  Fish  is 
landed  by  the  Fleet  and  Overland  British  and  Imported  Foreign 
Fish  is  also  handled.  The  deep  water  vessels  are  well  provided 
with  facilities  for  preserving  the  Fish  caught,  and  as  the  inshore 
vessels  land  their  catches  daily,  the  standard  of  the  Fresh  Fish  is 
maintained  at  a satisfactory  level. 

The  following  shows  the  amount  of  Food  condemned, 
surrendered  and  destroyed. 

Beef  (including  1 Cow  Carcase)  6 cwts  7 lbs. 

Pigs  3. 

Cod  and  Skate  7 cwts.  1 qr.  14  lbs. 

Fillets  28  cwts.  2 qrs.  7 lbs. 

Prawns  1 1 tins. 

Organs  of  Cattle,  Sheep  and  Pigs,  totalling  112. 


Milk. 

From  the  end  of  September,  the  then  only  Farm  in  the 
Borough  ceased  to  produce  Milk  and  was  removed  from  the 
Register  of  Producers.  All  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  Milk 
were  inspected  and  found  generally  to  comply  with  the  Regulations. 
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One  animal  taken  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  1925  was 
found  to  be  suffering  from  Generalized  Tuberculosis,  and  was 
Condemned  as  Unfit  for  Food,  ii  Samples  of  Milk,  covering  the 
entire  supply  to  the  Borough  were  taken  and  submitted  for 
Bacteriological  Examination  to  The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Armstrong  College,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  These  were  all  certified 
as  Negative. 

2 Applications  for  Registration  as  Retail  traders  of  Milk  were 
received.  Both  were  refused. 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  1923  the 
following  licences  were  issued. 


Dealeis  licence  lor  Certified  Milk  ...  r 

Supplementary  licence  for  Certified  Milk  ...  1 

Dealers  licence  for  Grade  A.  (T.T.)  Milk  ...  1 

Supplementary  licence  for  Grade  A.  (T.T.)  Milk  ...  2 

Supplementary  licence  for  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  3 


Ice  Cream. 

Neither  The  Hartlepool  Corporation  Act  1926  nor  the 
Public  Health  Acts  contain  provisions  requiring  the  Registration 
of  Ice  Cream  Manufactories,  but  nevertheless  the  premises  are 
visited  to  ensure  that  a reasonable  standard  is  maintained.  A 
general  enactment  prohibiting  the  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  in  or 
about  a dwelling  house  is  long  overdue. 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  1926. 

It  has  not  been  found  neccessary  to  take  any  action  for 
contravention  of  the  Act  during  the  year.  Information  has  been 
disseminated  and  premises  visited  as  required. 


Food  and  Drugs. 

The  table  of  samples  submitted  for  analysis  will  be  found  in 
another  part  of  the  report.  The  number  found  to  be  not  genuine, 
7 out  of  88,  gives  a percentage  of  7'95%  adulteration.  No  proceed- 
ings wTere  taken  during  the  year.  6 of  the  samples  found  not 
genuine  were  of  New  Milk.  Four  of  these  shewed  a Fat  deficiency 
while  the  remaining  two  were  deficient  in  Non  Fatty  Solids.  A 
visit  to  two  Farms  in  the  County  Area  was  made,  and  in  every 
case  when  a further  sample  was  obtained,  it  was  certified  as 
genuine.  The  remaining  sample,  Lard,  Informal,  was  returned  as 
having  Fat  wholly  of  Vegetable  origin.  Efforts  were  made  to 
procure  a Formal  Sample  but  whether  a mistake  had  been  made 
when  the  first  sample  was  sold  or  not,  the  article  was  declared  not 
to  be  Lard.  The  Shopkeeper  was  cautioned  and  kept  under 
observation. 
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Articles 

No. 

No.  found 

No.  found 

Analysed 

Formal 

Submitted 

genuine 

not  genuine 

New  Milk 

Informal 

17 

13 

4 

New  Milk 

l6 

H 

2 

Vinegar 

2 

2 

— 

Butter  ... 

7 

7 

— 

Sausage 

7 

7 

— 

Custard  Powder 

3 

3 

— 

Brawn  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Yeast 

2 

2 

— 

Tinned  Peas 

2 

2 

— 

Lard 

5 

4 

1 

Suet 

2 

2 

— 

Cheese  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Jam  

2 

2 

— 

Baking  Powder 

2 

2 

— 

Polony  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Soup  Powder,  Pepper,  Cornflower,'^ 
Self  Raising  Flour,  Cocoa,  Tea,  Dried 
Milk,  Meat  Paste,  Soup,  Condensed 
Milk,  Coffee,  Pickles,  Cinnamon, 
Potted  Meat,  Malt,  Milk  and  Eggs, 
i each  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ; 


Totals  ...  88  81  7 


The  following  Samples  were  reported  as  not  genuine,  or 
adulterated,  and  the  action  taken  thereon  is  shown. 


No.  Action  Taken 


2 

New  Milk 

Informal,  Fat  Deficiency  6.7% 

Formal  Sample 
Genuine 

24 

n 

»>  n >»  5% 

Formal  Sample 
Genuine 

43 

>» 

Formal  „ „ 4% 

See  No.  47 

47 

>> 

»>  n >>  3/o 

Visit  to  Farm 
Further  Sample 
Genuine 

56 

)) 

,,  N.F.S.  deficient  1.5% 

Further  Sample 
Genuine 

57 

»» 

n >1  >»  2% 

Further  Sample 
Genuine 

88 

Lard 

Informal  Fat  wholly  of 

vegetable  origin 

Formal  Sample 
unprocurable 

Shops  Act,  1934. 

Nothing  which  calls  for  special  comment  was  found  on  the 
operation  of  this  Act.  Provision  for  Heating,  Ventilation  and 
Sanitary  Accommodation  where  lacking  was  provided  or  improved 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Act  and  the  circumstances  of  the 
case. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

The  four  houses  registered  with  the  local  authority  were 
regularly  inspected  and  found  generally  to  be  in  a satisfactory 
condition.  They  contain  provision  for  128  men  in  12  rooms  and  57 
cubicles.  No  provision  is  made  for  Females. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Premises  at  which  Offensive  Trades  are  carried  on  have  been 
regularly  inspected.  As  I have  previously  stated,  a genuine  attempt 
is  made  by  all  concerned  to  conform  to  requirements,  but  on 
occasion,  owing  to  a combination  of  both  geographical  and 
meteorological  conditions,  some  difficulty  was  experienced. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

The  Executive  Authority  under  this  Act  is  the  County 
Council  and  no  special  action  is  to  be  recorded  by  way  of  Rat 
weeks,  etc.  The  usual  procedure  is  that  on  receipt  of  complaints 
inspection  is  made  to  find  out  the  cause  of  infestation.  If  found  to 
be  due  to  structural  defects,  action  is  taken  under  the  appropriate 
sections  of  the  Public  Health  Acts.  While  perhaps  not  ideal,  this 
method  of  procedure  is  often  productive  of  good  results. 

Disinfection. 

A greater  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified 
during  1935  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  more  premises  were 
disinfected.  223  houses  were  dealt  with,  together  with  5 Schools 
and  1 Ward  at  the  Hartlepools  Hospital.  25  Lots  of  bedding  were 
destroyed  on  request. 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment. 

No  cause  for  complaint  was  found  or  reported  in  the  premises 
licensed  by  the  Borough  Justices. 


Housing. 

The  work  involved  through  the  operation  of  the  Housing 
Acts  has  occupied  a great  amount  of  time.  The  preparation  of 
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Schemes  for  Slum  Clearance  Areas,  together  with  the  inspection  of 
those  areas,  and  the  preparation  of  reports  therefor,  has,  as  a con- 
sequence, acted  against  that  attention  to  the  general  sanitary 
inspection  of  the  Borough  which  is  at  all  times  desirable. 
Endeavour  was  made,  however,  to  deal  with  the  more  pressing 
matters  found  to  arise,  so  that,  having  regard  to  the  circumstances 
it  must  be  agreed  that  the  results  are  by  no  means  unsatisfactory. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Yours  obediently, 

GEO.  W.  TATE,  M.S.I.A. 
Sanitary  Inspector, 

Inspector  of  Food  and  Drugs, 
Meat  Inspector. 


